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The intent in this article is to indicate the futility and
falsehood of the allegations of Ahmad Dahlan who
claimed that distinguishing between Allah’s Rububiyyah
and Uluhiyyah, and rejecting the solicitation of
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intercession from the righteous dead through calling
upon them and what is like that is a “Wahhabite
innovation”. Al-Magnzi preceded Shaykh Muhammad
Ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab by 250 years, indicating that Ibn ‘Abd
al-Wahhab brought nothing new from himself. Al-Maqrizi
wrote a book called Tajrid al-Tawhid al-Mufid, “Laying
Bare the Beneficial Tawhid” (Dar ‘Umar bin al-Khattab,
Cairo, 1428H).

While the book as a whole is an excellent brief treatise,
we only have time to extract the relevant parts from the
opening passages. This is enough to expose the authors
of these false allegations for the intellectual and
academic fraudsters they surely were when they used
intellectual terrorism against the masses to warn them
from the reform movement of Shaykh Muhammad lbn
‘Abd al-Wahhab and his followers by lying about what he
was calling to.

AL-MAQRIZI ON DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN RUBIYYAH
AND ULUHIYYAH

Al-Magrizi wrote the following in explanation of the
reality of the Tawhid of the Prophets and Messengers—
titles in square brackets are ours to highlight the points
being made by al-Magqriz:
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66 Know that Allah, the Sublime is the Rabb (Lord) of
everything, its Malik (Owner, Master) and Deity (llah).
[Regarding the meaning of al-Rabb]. Al-Rabb is the
verbal noun of rabba (to nurture), yarabbu rabban (he
nurtured a nurturing) hence he is rabb (the one who
nurtures). So the meaning of His, the Exalted’s saying,
“The Lord (Rabb) of all the Worlds” is that he is the
Rabb of all the worlds, for the Lord, the Sublime and
Exalted is the Creator, Originator of His servants, the
one who nurtures them and rectifies them through
creation, provision, good health, and rectifying their
religious and wordly (lives). [Regarding the meaning
of Ilahiyyah]. And Ilahiyyah is when the servants take
Him, the Sublime, as the beloved, worshipped, and
they single Him out with love, fear, hope, humility,
repentance, making oath, obedience, making request
(through supplication), reliance and the likes of these
things.
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A little later he says:
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66 And the essential core of Tawhid (Monotheism) is
that (a person) considers all things to be within Allah
the Exalted’s control and thereafter to cut off turning
to intermediaries, and to worship Him, the Sublime,
with worship that He is singled out with, and that he
does not worship others...

And shortly after al-Maqrizi writes:
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66 [Tawhid al-Rububiyyah Must Be Accompanied by
Tawhid al-Uluhiyyah]. And there is no doubt that the

Mushriks did not reject Tawhid al-Rububiyyah. Rather
they affirmed that He alone, the Sublime, is their
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creator, and the creator of the heavens and earth, and
the one who looks after the affairs of all of the
universe. But they rejected Tawhid al-llahiyyah wal-
Mahabbah, just as Allah, the Exalted, stated about
them, “And amongst mankind are those who take
rivals (in worship) besides Allah, loving them with
the love only due to Allah. But those who believe are
most severe in their love of Allah” (2:165). So when
they equated others besides Him in this Tawhid, they
became Mushriks, justs as Allah, the Exalted said, “All
praise is due to Allah who created the heavens and
earth and made the darknesses and the light. But
then those who disbelieve, turn away from their
Lord (to other deities).” (6:1)

And later he says:
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66 Thus there is no protecter, judge, or lord except
Allah, the one whom if a person turned to another
besides Him would have associated a partner with Him
in His Uluhiyyah (right to be worshipped alone), even if
he singled Him out in Rububiyyah. For Tawhid al-
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Rububiyyah is that which the entire creation, the
believers and disbelievers amongst them, are agreed
upon. Itis Tawhid al-Uluhiyyah which separates the
path between the believers and the mushriks...

And after this he says:
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66 And upon this consideration which we have
corroborated (the real meaning of) al-ilah and that He
is the adored, beloved one due to all the qualities of
perfection having united in Him, then “Allah” is the
name that brings together all of the meanings of the
beautiful names and the lofty attributes, and this is
what was rejected by the Mushriks and the Lord, the
Sublime and Exalted, argued by their [affirmation of]
Tawhid in His Rububiyyah for the Tawhid in His
Ulthiyyah...

Then he cites Surah al-An‘am (6:59-60) as an example of
the evidences in the Qurian through which Allah argues
for His Uluhiyyah through illustrating His Rububiyyah,
and then he says:
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66 And in short, He, the Exalted, argues against the

deniers of His Uluhiyyah by [mentioning] their
affirmation of His Rububiyyah...

Then al-Maqrizi makes an amazing point regarding
Surah al-Nas, the last surah in the Qur'an in that Allah
mentions three beautiful names, al-Rabb (Lord), al-
Malik (Master) and al-Ilah (Deity) in that order, and that
there is a gradation involved in that al-Rabb comprises
an affirmation that He is their creator and originator.
However, this on its own is not sufficient. Thereafter He
mentioned Himself as the Malik al-Nas (Master, Owner of
mankind), and the master is one who command and
prohibits. This is indicative that the command (al-amr)
belongs to Him. So far with these two names we have al-
khalg and al-amr, and this is what occurs in Surah al-
A’raf, “Verily to Him belongs al-khalq (creating) and
al-amr (commanding)” (7:54). And then He referred to
Himself as Ilah al-Nas (Deity of mankind). And this
indicates He is the one loved, adored, venerated and
worshipped by them. And thus, this completes the
meaning of Tawhid in this surah.

After this he mentions that none one affirmed another
creator besides Allah aside from the Magian pagans
(dualists), and indicates the falsehood of their view.
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Then he proceeds to mention the Shirk that occurred in
the various nations and so he says:
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66 The polytheism of the various nations is of two
types: Shirk in Ilahiyyah and Shirk in Rububiyyah.

The Shirk in llahiyyah and Ibadah (worship) is the
predominant one amongst the people of polytheism.
This is the Shirk of the worshippers of the idols, and
worshippers of the Angels, and worshippers of the
Jinn, and the worshippers of the Shaykhs and the
righteous, both the living and the dead. These are the
ones who said, “We do not worship them except that
they may bring us closer to Allah” (39:3), and that
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they may intercede for us with Allah, and that due to
their nearness to Allah and His honouring of them, we
may receive nearness and honour, just as it takes place
in the [life of the] world, when nearnness and nobility
is attained by the one who serves the helpers of the
king, and his relatives and his special associates.

All of the Divine Books, from their very first to their last,
came to invalidate this madhhab (doctrine), to refute
it, and to revile it’s people and to textually state that
they are the enemies of Allah, the Exalted. And all of
the Messengers—(may Allah make lofty mentions of
them and grant them peace and safety)—are united
upon that, the first of them to the last of them. And
Allah, the Exalted, never destroyed any of the nations
except due to this Shirk, and because of it.

Now that’s one hardcore ‘Wahhabi’ for you from the
ninth century hijrah, two and half centuries before
Shaykh Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Wahhab. This establishes
Ahmad Dahlan and his likes to be dishonest followers of
desires. Then al-Magrizi explains the error of these
people in that they give such love and devotion
(worship) to others besides Allah that is due only to
Allah, so they set up rivals and equals to Him. After this
reiterates:
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66 And it is known with absolute certainty that this
equivocation of theirs was not between them (the
other deities) and Allah in the issue of His being their
Lord and Creator, for they, as Allah has informed about
them, used to affirm that Allah alone, the Exalted, is
their Lord and Creator and that the earth and whatever
is within it belongs to Allah alone and that He is the
Lord of the seven heavens and the Lord of the Mighty
Throne, and that He, the Sublime and Exalted, is the
one in whose hand is the dominion of everything, and
that He is the one who grants protection, but not can
grant protection from Him...

After this he states that the proof for the invalidation of
this Shirk is greater than can be enumerated in the
revealed texts. Then he mentions the other Shirk, the
Shirk in Rububiyyah, and he mentions that those who
fell into it were the Magian pagans (dualists) and likewise
the Philosophers. We can now make some notes on what
has preceded:
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Summary Notes

Al-Magrizi who died in 845H, more than two and a half
centuries before Shaykh Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Wahhab
was born, preceded the Shaykh in clarifying the Tawhid
of the Messengers in the precise manner outlined.

He explained that Allah is the Rabb, Malik and Ilah, and
that Rublbiyyah is the Tawhid of Allah’s actions (of
creating, owning, providing etc.), and that Ulihiyyah is
the Tawhid of the servants actions (in worship of their
Lord). He explained that the Mushriks never rejected the
Rublbiyyah of Allah. Rather, they showed rejection
towards the Tawhid of Ulihiyyah and Mahabbah. He said
that it was this Tawhid that distinguished between the
believer (in Tawhid) and the pagans.

He explained that the crux of the matter is that Allah is
the ilah (deity in truth) because His name, Allah,
combines and represents all the beautiful names and
perfect attributes, which necessitate only He is
worshipped alone. However, it is as if the Pagans reject
and deny this llahiyyah of Allah, and thus Allah argues
against them through their acknowledgement of His
Rububiyyah. Hence, the one who calls upon others
besides Allah, such as the saints and righteous dead and
prophets, and solicits their intercession from them, this
person is in essence rejecting that Allah is al-Shafr
(owner of all intercession), and the one who responds to
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the supplicant when he supplicates, and other such
names and attributes which are applicable. Because if he
truly believed in them, he would have turned only to
Allah.

He explains that the Shirk of all nations is of two types,
Shirk in Ulihiyyah and Shirk in Rububiyyah. He explains
that those who worship the Angels, Prophets, the
Shaykhs and the Righteous all fall into the Shirk of
Uluhiyyah, and he explained their justifiation, which is
that they claimed that they are simply seeking nearness
to Allah and to win their intercession. These are the very
same matters explained by Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606H),
more than two and a half centuries before al-Maqrizi,
and almost six centuries before Ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab (see
this article).

Then he emphasized that when they made these other
deities equal to Allah it was certainly not in respect to
Rububiyyah, because they affirmed all of that without
any question, but in Uluhiyyah.

Abu ‘lyaad
abuiyaad.com
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